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MINUTES 
Kane County Resource Committee 

76 North Main Street 

 Kanab, Utah 84741 

August 21, 2019 
 

 

Resource Interagency Meeting 

9:00 AM Call to Order    Jim Matson 

  Prayer     Rob Van Dyke  

  Pledge of Allegiance  Byard Kershaw 

Attendees: Pam Hill, KC Resource Committee, Rob Van Dyke, KC Attorney; Charlie Saba, KC 

Resource Committee; David Hercher, BLM; Clay Stewart, BLM; Andrew Hostad, North Kaibab 

NF; Spencer Rollo, KC Fire Warden; Derrick Starly, KC Assistant Fire Warden; Mike Franklin, 

Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park; Brian Thiriot, Five Counties OAG; Scott Albrecht, Senator 

Romney’s Office; Byard Kershaw, KC Resource Committee; Lou Pratt, KC GIS; Jeanette 

Peatross, KC Office of Tourism; Tony Chelewski, KC Resource Committee; Shannon McBride, 

KC Planner, Wendy Allan, KC Land Use Administrative Assistant; Adam Snow, Representative 

Chris Stewart’s Office; Fred Armstrong, Pipe Springs NM; Lance Jackson, KC Resource 

Committee; Alan Alldredge, KC Sherriff’s Office; Shea Owens, PLPCO 

1. Approval of Minutes       

Tony Chelewski made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 21, 2019 meeting.  Charlie 

Saba seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Introductions 

 Introductions were made around the room. 

3. BLM AZ Strip District - Wave EA Update – Clay Stewart 

 

Clay Stewart informed us that the scoping period has ended and they are now reviewing the 

scoping comments and forming the alternatives for the EA. This project is looking to increase 

access to the Wave.  There are three alternatives addressing the following: access (a high of  96, 

a low end of  20, and an alternative in the middle), resource impacts (dogs, horses, recreation 

use), and facilities (expansion, parking, restroom, trail markers).  The draft should be completed 

in early September with a 30 day comment period beginning the second week in September. 

Public meetings will be held September 24th in St George, September 25th in Page, and 

September 26th in Kanab. The final draft of the EA will then be assembled with an anticipated 

decision in November.  
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Safety is being addressed through extra signage from Wire Pass to the Wave. There are currently 

six signs on the trail between Wire Pass and the Wave 

 

BLM is putting together a georeferenced map that can be downloaded through the Avenza app.  

 

There is an adaptive management piece in every alternative that will allow for the monitoring 

and implementing phases. 

 

There is no discussion in the draft about in-person versus online permits. It has been discussed 

that following the EA, the lottery issue will be addressed.  There are no plans to take away either 

option.  If access numbers are increased, the permits will be split 50/50.  

 

4. Congressional Updates 

Adams Snow, Congressman Chris Stewart’s Office 

Zion National Park - Congressman Chris Stewart, along with the Assistant Secretary of the 

Interior, Ryan Hamilton (over National Parks), met with Zion National Park to address the East 

Zion Initiative. The park service is looking at how to spread visitors around the park rather than 

limit capacity. There was a grant awarded for new shuttles in the park.  

Lake Powell Pipeline-A meeting with the Secretary of the Interior will be next week in DC. The 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, over part of the EIS, feels like they are getting too 

much pressure from Congress. 

Dixie Forest/Cedar Mountain Meeting-Four counties; Kane, Garfield, Iron, and Washington, 

were brought together. There was a discussion of the mismanagement of the forest.  They are 

working for broad scale logging. Their main point was watershed.  

SUU, Dixie State & Dixie Applied Tech are working together to build the Zion National Park 

app. It will help move people around the park, similar to Disneyland’s app.  

Congressional Briefing Four Wheeler Ride – This included 11 counties. Staff members from 13 

Colleagues on the Senate and House Appropriation of Natural Resources attended.  

Scott Albrecht, Senator Mitt Romney’s Office 

This is his first week on the job so does not have a report at this time. 

5. Agency Updates 

 

David Hercher-BLM  

 

Harry and Vicki are at a redistricting meeting that will affect the Kanab Field Office (KFO) and 

the Monument. The plan is to incorporate the KFO and Monument as a fifth district in the state 

of Utah.  
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With the reduction to monument boundaries, there are four different management plans.  The 

KEPA lands do not have the same restrictions as the monument lands. Clay will get back to Lou 

regarding the Slide Canyon gravel pit. 

 

Shannon asked Clay about the best way to address the monument areas in the Kane County 

Resource Plan. Clay suggest they meet to talk about this. 

 

Harry went to DC to brief the department on RMPs, the KEPA lands and EIS. The RMP/EIS was 

given approval by the DC office. The announcement will be published this week in the Federal 

Register. A 30 day protest period will start August 23rd . There will then be a 60 day Governors’ 

review.  Due to shooting closures in the plan, there will be a concurrent 60 day comment period. 

The final record of decision to be published Nov 8th.  

 

There is a consulting parties meeting Aug 28th 1:00-2:00pm. The county should have been 

invited to that. 

 

Regarding the Monument Advisory Committee, 11 names were submitted to Washington, 

including Commissioner Gant.  

 

Bull Valley Gorge Bridge - Kane County is looking to do soil samples. The BLM will keep 

working with the county to move this forward. 

 

Dry Forks – A parking lot will be completed this fall with installation around November.  A 

second parking lot will be put in next year.  There is also some discussion about installing some 

vault toilets. 

 

WRI Projects – There is a yellow jacket project going up for bid. The Skutumpah project was 

appealed and is currently being reviewed under the Interior’s Board of Appeals. A decision is 

expected to be 3-5 years out. 

 

Red Knoll Road NEPA Process - The contractor sent the draft EA to the Kanab field office.  It is 

being reviewed. They are not sure of the time line. Clay will keep us in the loop. Lou pointed out 

that this started out as a 30 day process that has now blown up.  

 

Andrew Hostad-North Kaibab National Forest Public Affairs 

Reported on current fires. 

Castle Fire – Made it through the planning area of 19,368 acres. We should see a dramatic 

decrease in smoke from this fire. There are still some small interior pockets burning. 

Ikes Fire – Currently at 5,112 acres. The planning area contains 7,785 acres.  

 

There are three timber sales up for auction September 26th. Two larger sales, the Wild Horse and 

Basin, and then one smaller sale.  
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Spencer Rollo-Kane County Fire Warden 

Kane County has seen 46 fires so far this season. They have managed to keep them under 400 

acres with most being 3-5 acres. Fifteen of these have been human caused. Normal activies are 

sparking fires due to the large grass crop this year. 

 

Little Bear Fire (858 acres) and Badge Fire (5 acres), by Tropic Reservoir, are now managed 

fires. 

 

Fuels-Kane County was awarded all the grants they applied for. There are four areas of focus: 17 

acres in Kanab Creek at Powell Crossing; ingress/egress East Zion Project along the North Fork 

Road; three fuel reduction projects in Duck Creek: Strawberry Valley-20 acres are in the 

planning stages; Mammoth Creek Road, along the townsite act properties, 68 acres also in the 

planning stage; Swains Creek -15 acres near the new Cedar Mountain Fire Station; Bryce 

Woodlands-finish and complete at fuels project in the north west corner. 

 

The FS is working to put a project together around the Bryce Woodlands area. 

 

Derrick Starly was introduced as Spencer Rollo’s assistant. 

  

Mike Franklin – Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park 

They are still working on the campground expansion. It should be complete around the 15th of 

October. They currently have 9 sites and are adding 3 more with a group site and shower 

facilities. Visitation has increased 15-20% every year over the past five years.  

 

Tiger beetle issues will begin next year. Numbers won’t increase for another year or two. Things 

are pretty steady right now.  

 

The paved road has increased traffic from the Vegas and St. George areas. Through traffic has 

also increased. 

 

Fred Armstrong -Pipe Spring National Monument 

They have focused on increasing variety of interpretive activities and visitor experiences.  That is 

due to increased number of university interns from SUU and Dixie.   

 

BLM, FS & PS came together to do an annual interagency camp for southern Piute at risk youth 

with an emphasis on education and tribal traditions.  This camp showcases Piute tribe members 

who work for public lands. 

 

They are working to have the monument designated as a dark skies park.  

 

Their staff supports community events, promoting water conservation. Seeps and springs on the 

monument are currently pulling less than 6 gallons per minute. 
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They have worked jointly with the tribe for some fuel reduction. They have completed some 

enhanced physical security of facilities for visitors and staff. 

 

Shae Owens- PLPCO 

The BLM Monument is releasing their proposed EIS this Friday.  That will start the 60 day 

Governor’s review.  Shae encouraged Kane County and state agencies to contact him with any 

flaws or inconsistencies they find in the plan. 

 

Bald Knoll case –The 10th circuit court granted SUWA intervener as a matter of rights. PLPCO 

is working to see if they can get the ruling changed. The trial has been postponed from August 

2019 to February 2020.  

 

Jeanette Peatross – KC Office of Tourism 

Western Legends was last weekend. Recap meeting will be held this week. 

 

6. Local Updates 

 

The next interagency meeting is October 16, 2019 at 9:00am. 

 

Meeting dismissed at 10:15am. 

 

 

_______________________________________ _________________________________ 

Jim Matson, Resource Committee Chair  Wendy Allan, Administrative Assistant 


